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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 20349 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, AS, LA, GB 

SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS CONCERNING PARTICIPATION IN FEOF 

REF: A) VIENTIANE 5120; B) STATE 143928 

1. IN GENERAL DISCUSSION OF INDOCHINA, INCLUDING 
PRELIMINARY RUNDOWN ON MISSOFFE ECONOMIC VISIT 
(SEPTEL), DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ASIA, BOLLE, SAID 
THAT FRANCE CONSIDERED SOUV ANNA'S POSITION TO BE 
PARTICULARLY DELICATE AT THIS TIME. GOF THEREFORE 
WISHED TO DO EVERYTHING TO PROVIDE HIM WITH 
NECESSARY SUPPORT AGAINST HIS CRITICS FROM BOTH 
SIDES. CONTINUED FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN FEOF 
(UNDER SAME TERMS AS IN PAST) WAS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT 
OF THIS POLICY. 

IRWIN 
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